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examples of vers libre; and the second is entitled Jingles and 
Croons. This second division consists of dialect verses, especially 
the songs that have been set to music, most frequently by the poet's 
brother, Mr. J. Rosamond Johnson. Outstanding are the very first 
lines. Since you went away. It is well that these pieces have 
been brought together. For artistic achievement, however, atten- 
tion will naturally be fixed upon the first division. Fifty Tears 
was written in honor of the fiftieth anniversary of the emancipation 
of the race. Professor Matthews speaks of it as " one of the noblest 
commemorative poems yet written by any American — a poem so- 
norous in its diction, vigorous in its workmanship, elevated in its 
imagination, and sincere in its emotion." This is high praise, and 
yet it may reasonably be asked if there are not in the book at least 
four pieces of finer poetic quality. These are, first of all, the two 
poems that originally appeared in the Century, Mother Night 
and Black and Unknown Bards, and The White Witch and 
The Young Warrior. The first of these four poems is a sonnet 
well rounded out. The second gains merit by reason of its strong 
first and last two stanzas. The White Witch chooses a delicate 
and difficult theme, but contains some very strong stanzas. The 
Young Warrior is a poem of rugged strength and one that de- 
serves all the popularity it has achieved with Mr. Burleigh's musical 
setting. Mr. Johnson is strongest in the simple, direct, and some- 
times sensuous expression that characterizes these latter poems, and 
it is to be hoped that he may have the time and the inclination to 
write many more like them. 

Benjamin Brawley. 

Battles and Victories of Allen Allensworth. By Charles Alex- 
ander. Sherman, French and Company, Boston, 1914. Pp. 
429. 

Here we have the story of a successful Negro born a slave in 
Kentucky but who, determined to succeed, rose to the distinction 
of a teacher and preacher and finally to that of a chaplain in the 
United States army with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. The value 
of this book to the historian, however, is not the mere sketch of 
Colonel Allensworth but the valuable facts bearing on the history 
of the Negroes in various parts of the United States. The phil- 
anthropic attitude of the Quakers toward Negroes, the life of the 
slave on the Mississippi, the relations between the poor whites and 
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the slaves, the escape of fugitives to Canada, and the work of the 
abolitionists are all mentioned from page to page. 

The larger portion of the book, however, gives details of the life 
of AUensworth, which would interest only those who knew him 
personally. But his founding a town in California inhabited alto- 
gether by Negroes stamps him as a pioneer whose achievements in 
this field must engage the attention of the historian. The detailed 
accounts of his service as a chaplain in the United States army in 
the Spanish-American War and later in the Philippines add other 
valuable experiences which the public should know. The book con- 
tains also references to the work of Frederick Douglass, Judge 
"William Jay and John Brown. The author mentions also scores of 
other persons who have in various ways helped to make the history 
of the Negro in the United States and especially those who were 
effective in bringing about the emancipation of the race. 

The style of this book is decidedly rough. The work does not 
show organization. It is written in such a way as to indicate that 
the writer recorded his facts as they came to him at random with- 
out regard as to the principles of composition. It was wholly un- 
necessary for him to wander astray, discussing in detail the careers 
of almost every man of that time influencing the life of the Negro, 
without showing the connection between those facts and the life of 
the subject of this sketch. The chief value of this work, therefore, 
is that of a source book. 

The Negro Migrant in Pittsburgh, A stridy in Social Economics. 

By Abraham Epstein. Published under the supervision of the 

School of Economics, University of Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh, 

Pa., 1918. 

The movement of the Negroes from the South to the North 
during the present world war bids fair to be recorded as the most 
significant event of our local history during this decade. In about 
two years a million Negroes have gone North to take the places of 
those immigrants who annually sought our shores prior to this up- 
heaval. To show the significance of the exodus a number of writers 
have sketched it in newspapers and magazines. Books bearing on 
the subject are forthcoming. The first scientific study of the trans- 
planted southern Negroes to appear in print, however, is Epstein's 
interesting and valuable work. 



